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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh 27611

JAMES B. HUNT, JR.
Governor

SARA W. HODGKINS
Secretary April 11, 1978

Division of Archives and History
Larry E. Tise, Director

Mr, William J. Palmer, Jr., Chairman
Cleveland County Commissioners
Cleveland County Courthouse

Shelby, NC 28150

Dear Mr. Palmer:

We are pleased to report that work has been completed on the nomination
of the Claveland County Courthouse to the National Register of Historic Places.
A copy of the nomination will be sent to you within a few weeks.

The nomination will be reviewed by the State Professional Review Committee
at its next meeting on May 11, 1978 . The committee will determine whether
to authorize the State Historic Preservation Officer to sign the nomination and
submit it to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register is a '"list of distinction which identifies for the
people those properties worthy of preservation for their historic value.'" More
than 400 North Carolina properties are now listed on the register. FEntry on the
register is an honor which places no legal obligation or restriction on a private
owner. It does provide recognition and a degree of protection against state or
federal projects which might have an adverse effect on the property. The recent
Tax Reform Act of 1976 (Section 2124) benefits owners of commercial properties
listed on the National Register by providing new tax incentives for preservation
including acceleraed depreciation for certified rehabilitation of such properties.
Other provisions eliminate deduction of demolition costs and accelerated depre—
ciation of new construction if a certified National Register property is demolished.
Tax Act information and a leaflet explaining the National Register are enclosed.
If you have questions, please contact Catherine W. Bishir at this address.

Federal law requires that you have an opportunity to provide written comments
on the significance of the property before the State Professional Review Committee
reviews the nomination. Comments should be sent to the State Historic Preservation
Officer at this address and should arrive at least one week before the Review
Committee meeting. If we do not hear from you by that time, we will assume you
have no comments.




CLEVELAND COUNTY COURTHOUSE

Historical Sketch

In 1841 the North Carolina General Assembly established Cleveland County
from Rutherford and Lincoln counties. Its first courts were held at the
home of William Weathers, six miles southwest of Shelby. Weathers lived
on the first floor and court was held on the second. The first permanent
courthouse was built, of logs, at the county seat of Shelby in 1842, but it
was replaced by a brick building in 1874. A third structure was completed
around 1905, and it gave way to the present courthouse which the county
built in 1974.1

Architectural Description

The Cleveland County Courthouse and Law Enforcement Center is a multi-
level contemporary. structure located on the edge of Shelby's central business
district. Constructed in 1974, the reinforced concrete building replaced the
1907 Cleveland County Courthouse which now functions as a county museum,
office building, and public meeting hall. Designed by the architectural firm
of Vaughan-Talley and Associates, the contemporary building features broad,
unbroken planes of pebbleized skin which accentuate its horizontal emphasis.
Unfortunately, its treeless site and neighboring parking lots detract from
the appearance of the building.

Shelby's town square has been the site of county government since the
first courthouse was erected there in 1843. 1In 1907 the antebellum building
was replaced by a two-story Neo-Classical Revival courthouse. Designed by
H. L. Lewman and built by Falls City Construction Company, the courthouse's
imposing character and park-like setting make it the centerpiece of Shelby.
The courthouse square is framed by buildings of various periods and styles
which illustrate the development of the town.

The old courthouse is rectangular in plan with boldly projecting end
bays which are topped by ribbed dome-like roofs. The building is sheathed
in a smooth ashlar veneer above a rusticated first floor. Tetrastyle
Corinthian porticoes front the center recesses, sheltering the four main
entrances to the building. Windows are paired, and a heavy cornice with
cartouche crests cap the second story end bays. A balustrade conceals
the flat roofline of the building and the base of a dramatic three-stage
cupola. The courthouse's imposing scale, ornamentation, advancing and
receding planes, domical roofs, and cupola are hallmarks of the Beaux—-Arts
phase of the Neo-Classical Revival style.

1Olds, Story of the Counties, pp. 23-24.
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The preservation and continued use of our valuable, non-renewable historic

resources is increasingly important to our state and nation; the Cleveland Co. Courthouse
is a vital part of those resources. Please let us know if we can be of assistance

in planning for its preservation.

Sincerely yours,

T

Larry E. Tise
State Historic Preservation Officer

LET/dk




.PLACES TO VISIT:

'Museum Made From
- A Courthouse

By PAUL L. McCRAW

Of the many new local museums plays on ten famous Clevelanders: >
opened throughout the country incon- Clyde R. Hoey, O. Max Gardner, Faye
junction with the Bicentennial, one of - Webb Gardner, Otis M. Mull, John W.
the most interesting and best arranged Suttle, J. S. Dorton, Edwin Yates

is the new Cleveland County Histori- Webb, Thomas Dixon, Jr., W. D.
Museum loca the old coun :

cou se 1in Shelby.
\nafsrmommw by preserving
some of the area’s past, but it is pre-
sented in an interesting and orderly
fashion found lacking in so many of the
new museums. The museum is oper-
ated by the Cleveland County Histori-
cal Association, Dr. W. Wyan
Washburn, President. ‘
After Cleveland County built a new

courthouse in 1974, the historical as-

sociation asked for permission to lo-
cate a museum in the handsome old
1907 sandstone building occupying the
shaded central square in Shelby. The

county commissioners granted the.

permission July 1, 1975, and plans for
the museum were begun. After much
planning and careful collecting and de-
signing of the exhibits, the museum
was opened May 8, 1976, to conincide
with Cleveland County’s Bicentennial
Week. :

The museum has nine complete
rooms, each describing a different as-
pect of the county’s past. The Found-
ers Room depicts the establishment of

the county in 1841; the Agriculture and

Early Industry Room has an 1800’s
barnyard setting; the Religion Room
has histories and artifacts from area
churches; the War and Freedom Room
has displays of Cleveland’s involve-
‘ment in seven wars; and there are
rooms set aside for government, com-
munications, and the professions. The
Family and Genealogy Room has a
wealth of material for those interested
in genealogical research. It has already
been used widely by out-of-state
people as well as North Carolinians.
The Hall of Fame Room contains dis-

22

Burns, and E. B. Lattimore.

One of the most interesting displays ]

is in the center of the building where
the halls intersect. It is the surveyor’s
instruments and equipment used by
John R. Logan in the original survey of
the city of Shelby in the 1850’s. The
display case is located over the original
exact center of the city.

The halls of the building are used for |

rotating displays and special displays
of schools, clubs, and other groups. A
weaving demonstration is provided
during the summer and for school
groups. The museum emphasizes edu-
cational tours for students of area
schools. Some 1,500 students toured
the museum during the first month it
was open. Visitors have trained guides
to help interpret the displays although
all artifacts in the museum are pre-
cisely labeled and dated.

Mrs. Mary Jane Wesson, assisted by
Mrs. Marie Collins and a large staff
mostly of volunteers do an extremely
capable job of operating the museum,
arranging for new displays and plan-
ning the growth of the museum. They
have secured the generous donations
of most of the museum pieces (approx-
imately one-third are on loan). In order
to make what is already an excellent
museum more complete, the staff is
presently planning three additional
permanent display rooms: an Educa-
tional Room, a Costume Period Room,
and a Sports History Room.

The Cleveland County Historical
Museum is open without charge from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday,
and 2to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

f!’%‘é!‘f?:msmq i b
l, PO
L RN

(top) The handsome old 1907 courthouse building in
Shelby’s central square. Now a museum, the nine
“theme” rooms describe Cleveland County’s past.
Here are the Agricultural and Early Industry disploy
ond the loom display. {photo by Lloyd Homrick)

THE STATE, NOVEMBER 1976




Courtsquare

This old postcard shows a northwest view of the cour-
thouse and surrounding square. The town water tank can be
seen at right. Recently, the old courthouse — now the
county historical museumn — was named to the National

Old Courthouse On Register

The old Cleveland County
Courthouse — now used as a_ -

historical museum — has
been listed in the National
Register of Historic Places.

The U.S. Department of
the Interior register is the
official list of the nation’s
cultural resources worthy of
preservation.

The courthouse is the
third structure in Cleveland
County to be named to the
register. First was the

‘‘banker’s house” on North

Lafayette Street and, most
recently, the Dr., Victor
McBrayer house on North
Morgan Street.

The neo-classical revival
Cleveland County Cour-
thouse was part of a
thematic nomination of over
50 courthouses in North
Carolina submitted by the
state Division of Archives
and History.

Mrs. Betty Burton,

preSident:»of the Cleveland

.County ‘Historical

Association, said “It's a
great honor to be on the
register’’ and that  the
courthouse is ‘‘very
deserving’’ of that honor.

The national register
certificate will be framed
and displayed inside the
museum and there is also
the possibility of getting a
state historical marker on
the "square, Mrs. Burton
said.

She described the 1907
courthouse as ‘‘unique. It’s
such a beautiful cen-
terpiece’’ for the city.

The Division of Archives
.and History agrees.

In its nomination, the
agency noted the cour-
thouse’s - architectural
beauty along with the park-
like grounds which form a
classic example of an in-
stantly recognizable center
of a county seat.

Register of Historic Places. The park-like setting around
the building was a key factor in its being selected, ac-
cording to the state Division of Archives and History.

. H.F. Newman designed
the limestone courthouse,
built by Falis Construction
Co. at a cost of $75,000. It
replaced the red brick 1845
courthouse.

In July 1974, the new
Cleveland County Cour-
thouse - Law Enforcement

Center - opened. The old
courthouse was renovated
and in 1976, as a Bicen-
tennial project, became the
county historical museum.
That project has continued
and now the county museum
is considered a ‘‘model”
museum by the state.
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services on Saturday and walked
home on Sunday. They usually carried
their shoes with them. When nearing
the meeting place they sat down and
put their shoes on. Often the walk
would be eight to ten miles and they
needed to save the shoe leather. The
women wore homespun dresses of
materials they had carded and spun by
hand. Their shoes and hats were
homemade, made by the men.”"Many
of the old settlers made and used
whiskey in some manner. They very
seldom got drunk but the preachers,
deacons and church members used it,
if for no other reason than medicinal
purposes. Many of them had their own
stills. According to the Collis Jones
book, “There was a Baptist preacher
who would work at his still until
‘preaching time’, go and preach, then
come home to work at his still until
evening. There was never a thought of
this as being wrong so long as moder-
ation was practiced. The old Eiders, as
they were called, were highly respect-
ed and greatly loved by the people.”

We truly owe a debt of gratitude to
those early settlers, many of who were
our ancestors, who so courageously
came to this country long ago. They
reared their families and worked the
land in conditions we, in this Twenty-
First Century, can only imagine.

Let us never forget them and may
we never take for granted all that we
have because of their courage and
perseverance in this land known today
as Cleveland County.

Submitted by: Nancy Hamrick Hughes

EARLY YEARS OF
CLEVELAND COUNTY —
PARTII

Many of the early settlers who came
to this area from Europe settled along
the rivers and streams of what would
become known as Cleveland County.
In low, wet places early settiers plant-
ed flax which was beaten and spun
into thread that was used to weave
fabrics from which the family’s clothing
was spun. By1815 cotton was planted
and sheep farming was undertaken.
The early settlers lived either in
Rutherford or Lincoln counties. By
1836 they began to demand that a
new county seat be established so that
they could have easier access to a
trading post and a centralized center
of governance. In 1841 Dr. W. J. T.
iller of Rutherford County introduced
in the State Legislature to form
the new county and was assisted in its
passage by Michael Hoke and John
Runyan of Lincoln County.
“Cleaveland” County was named after

Revolutionary War hero, Colongj
Benjamin Cleaveland. Later, Colong]
Cleaveland dropped the "a” from the
spelling of his name as did President

Grover Cleveland. An act was passeq |

by the General Assembly of North
Carolina in 1887, authorized the elimi-
nation of the letter “a” in the spelling of
Cleveland County. The legislative act
provided that the county seat should
be located “not more than four miles
from Wilson’s Mineral Springs” (now
Cleveland Springs). Post Road was
considered the dividing line between
Lincoln and Rutherford counties and
the spring site was considered to be
near the middle of the new county.
Residents from Rutherford County
objected. A compromise site was sug-
gested at what is now the Elizabeth
Church area. Rutherford residents
continued to ask for a more western
site. To settle this hotly debated argu-
ment, James Love offered to give the
new county a site composed of about
147 acres and located in what is now
the heart of Shelby. Mr. Love stipulat-
ed that six one-acre lots be set apart
for religious and educational sites.
Churches located in downtown Shelby
became the beneficiaries of these free
sites. For a fee of $10, William Forbes
and his wife deeded the town another
40 acres. In order to raise money to
build public buildings, Love gave the
commissioners permission to sell at
public auction that part of his giit that
was not needed for public buildings. It
was decided to name the streets after
Revolutionary War heroes:
Washington, LaFayette, Marion,
Warren, DeKalb, Sumter, Morgan and
Graham. The boundaries of the town
formed a perfect circle, measured from
the center of the courthouse. An auc-
tioneer from Lincoin County, John
Bishop Harry, was hired to conduct the
auction. At the end of the day, the lots
were all sold for businesses or the
building of homes.

In August of 1841, the Justices of
the Peace of the new county met to set
up the organization of the government
of Cleveland County, which was very
similar to that which they had been
accustomed in England. The county
government was changed to its pres-
ent form in 1868 with the Board of
Commissioners replacing the old
Justices.

The new county was soon to experi-
ence an economic and social setback
that would last for half a century. The
War Between the States drained the
manpower of Cleveland County.
Fourteen companies (2,033 men) vol-
unteered for service. Their ladies
bade them farewell and presented
them with a homemade flag embroi-

with a pine :mm.s\:: a rat-
MMmmwxm coiled around it. Schools
closed, industry stopped, women and
children cared for farms. Many of the
men never returned and many of those
who did return were maimed for life.
Their currency became worthless.
Union soldiers took possession of the
courthouse and court square and tried
to control county elections and appoint
county officers.  Some of them
remained as long as 1872. ‘
The town of Shelby was chartered in
1875. It was also the year that the first
passenger train  arrived from
Lincointon and the first banking institu-
tion, The Cleveland Savings Bank,
was organized under a special act of
the Legislature. o
In the beginning, the economic pic-
ture of Cleveland County was influ-
enced merely by meeting the daily
needs of its citizens. Transportation
was extremely limited because roads
were narrow and in very poor condi-
tion. Bad weather made travel virtual-
ly impossible.
In the late 1800s some stagecoach
lines stopped in Cleveland County (p.

168, Star) and businesses tended to.

locate near these stops. During the
Civil War the only bridge in Cleveland
County (which crossed the Broad
River) washed away. Charles Ellis
resorted to a flat boat ferry and
charged a fee for ferrying people
across the river.

Railroads: arrived in Cleveland
County by the mid-1800s and would
be recognized as the backbone of eco-
nomic development in the area.
Citizens of Shelby voted to finance
construction of a Seaboard Airline
Railway through the city in 1857.
However, many citizens opposed pay-
ing for the line and construction was
delayed. Kings Mountain citizens
were not so hesitant and the Atlanta-
Charlotte Airline Railway (later to
become Southemn Railway) opened
the first railway through Kings
Mountain and Cleveland County on
December 1, 1872. In 1886 construc-
tion began in Shelby for a railroad that
would  link Wilmington-Charlotte-
Rutherfordton. This line was complet-
ed on March 1, 1887. In 1901 Major
I.. F. Schenck had a narrow-gauge
railroad built from Lawndale to Shelby,
x:osi as “the Lawndale Dummy.”

While railways prospered, road
transportation continued to be a prob-
lem. 1n the late 1800s “all able-bodied
men between the ages of 21 and 50
were required by law to work on roads
about 2 to 6 days per year.” (p. 171,
Star) It was not until the early 1900s
that road bonds were approved to
improve road conditions. Joe Smith

purchased the first automobile in
Cleveland County in 1902. In 1923
there were only three automobiles in
the county.

Telephone service began in 1890
when Major H. F. Schenck and his son,
John, built a private line connecting
offices at Cleveland Mills with Double
Shoals and five stations in Shelby.
William Shuford built the first tele-
phone exchange in Shelby in 1898.

Mercantile businesses, livery sta-
bles, hardware stores, newspapers,
ten-cent stores, general stores, and
other businesses began to appear in
the county. In 1947 gross retail sales
in Cleveland County totaled $26, 121,
715.00.

Early settlers of Cleveland County
were more concerned about survival
than education but it did not take long
for families to become interested in
providing education for their children.
Forefathers adopted a common lan-
guage and set about organizing
schools with the goal of educating the
population. Before state or county
governments were able to provide
financial support for a public school
system, citizens joined together to
establish  “subscription” schools,
schools where parents promised to
pay a certain amount of the teachers’
salary each month. Early subject mat-
ter was focused on the basics: read-
ing, writing, arithmetic and good man-
ners.

Most of Cleveland County’s early
educators attained their education
elsewhere and were competent teach-
ers. Some were ministers who need-
ed to supplement their meager
income. Most were males. Teachers
boarded with families in the communi-
ty. Some moved from one home to
another during the short winter school
terms.

Many adulits were illiterate and some
enrolled in schools with their children.
Classes were held in small one-room
schools. Textbooks were scarce or
non-existent. The first school districts
were created in 1844. Education suf-
fered a serious setback as a result of
the Civil War. Many young boys left to
fight in the war. Those who remained
stayed at home to protect their family’s
property and help provide necessities
of life, mostly keeping the farms in
operation. Most schools were desert-
ed during this time. A few patriotic
ministers volunteered to teach at some
schools without pay. In the late 1890s
a few private schools and academies
opened. Roberts Seminary operated
at the Shelby home of William
Roberts, the Cleveland Female
Seminary located at Cleveland
Springs, the Kings Mountain Military

and High School in Kings Mountain,

the Shelby Academy, the Broad River

Academy, and the Belwood Academy.

Several years later the Shelby Military

institute, the Shelby Female College

and the Normal Institute of Waco

opened. The first Piedmont High

School was established at Cleveland

Mills in 1897 and Lattimore High

School was established just after the

turn of the century. Boiling Springs

High School was established in 1907.

Gardner Webb College grew out of

this school and became a junior col-

lege in 1928. Earliest official school

records in Cleveland County date back

to 1906. B. T Falls was

Superintendent at that time and made

a school-by-school report. At that time

all schools in Cleveland County were

in the same system. Total school

budget for that year was $22,107.

From the early years until the 1940s

rural schools started the school year in

July, held classes for about six weeks,

then closed for about six weeks for

“cotton picking,” providing farmers with

needed help to gather the cotton crop. -
Early schoolhouses were of crude

construction, heated with pot-bellied

stoves, and got their water supply from

nearby springs. By the 1920s some of
the smaller schools began to consoli-

date in order to provide an expanded

curricula and vocational education.

Lunchrooms were added, buses
brought children to school, and sports
programs began to emerge.

Basketball and baseball were highty
competitive sports among the rural
schools. In 1967 rural schools consoli-
dated again in order to mest the edu-
cational needs of students in the
smaller towns and rural areas of
Cleveland County, especially those
students who planned to attend col-
lege. Cleveland County now had four
high schools: Shelby, Kings Mountain,
Burns and Crest.

Another educational opportunity
appeared on the Scene in 1965.
Cleveland County Technical Institute,
originally a branch of Gaston College
of the North Carolina Department of
Community Colleges, began operation
in a warehouse in downtown Shelby.
Several years later CCTI gained inde-
pendent status and later attained com-
munity college status, which meant
that it could offer college transfer
courses as well as vocational and
technical classes. James B. Petty was
the first president of Cleveland
Community College.

Gardner Webb College also evolved
during those years from junior college
status to four-year status and later to
university status, offering graduate
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one and one-fourth cents (3.81%) be allowed to A. R. Homesly for glass,
hinges, nails” and “one doilar and forty cents ($1.40) be paid by the county
trustee to Peter Alexander for nails for fixing courthouse.” Also, $4.50 was
paid to W, A, Jackson “for work done to the courthouse” and $15.63 be
paid by the trustee to Minor Smith for planks for “the courthouse in
Shelby.”

And, in May 1843, Edmund Jones, trustee of ‘Publick Buildings,” was
authorized to pay A. R. Homesly “for work and plank furnished on the
temporary courthouse the sum of fifty dollars and thrity-five cents
(850.35).”

Gidney's further search showed that in Feb. 1844, the court ordered that
“the county trustee pay to Jacob Brooks for cleaning from under the
courthouse, one dollar (§1).”

The location of this “temporary courthouse” is apparently lost to
history.

Gidney states that “no mention has ever been made, nor do records
show where the first courthouse in Shelby (second in the county) was
located or what it looked like, and the county certainly held court in Shelby
in some type of temporary court house in 1842, 1843, 1844 and 1845, the
latter being the year of the first courthouse built for this purpose.”

Gidney's research into early Pleas and Quarter Session minutes shows
that “although the 1845 court appears to have awarded the contract for the
first permanent courthouse on the square in Shelby to George Smith and
bond was given for $12,938, it is clarified by the Feb. 1848 court that the
contract was $6,469 and that bond for twice the amount of the contract was
required.”

During the building of the courthouse, Gidney continues, “it was
decided that a rock foundation was desirable instead of brick, and $375
additional was allowed; also during the erection of the walls, it was
discovered that the basement story was too low in the specification ‘to
admit a finish’ to doors and windows and an additional of $100 was
allowed. Now we have a total of $6,944. The court approved a payment of
$6,000.”

The minutes show the court didn’t think the brick “was such as contract
required nor were they laid as specifications called for.” Porticoes and
steps fell “far short of meeting specifications. The court accepted the
recommendation of paying only $6,000 from its committee. Then John
Dameron, who signed as security for George Smith, the contractor, filed
suit against the court to recover the $944 left unpaid, Gidney’s in-
vestigation reveals. The action was filed February 1849 “asking to also be
paid interest on ‘this balance’ from the date the work was completed. The
court rejected the petition.”

In Feb. 1851, Dameron’s suit against the justices of Cleveland County
was removed for trial to Lincoln County. Gidney notes that “there was still
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The first county court was held in the home of William Weathers, above, in
1841, Court was held in an existing building in Shelby briefly until the
courthouse below was erected in 1845. It was torn down in 1907,
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92 Nortu CaroLwva’s CONFEDERATE

“Our Confederate Dead 1861—Dedicated to the Memory of

300 unknown soldiers by the Ladies Memorial Association, of
Greensbore, N. C.”

SHELBY

The Confederate monument at Shelby, N. C., is located west of the court-
house on the large and beautiful Court Square, in the center of the city, On
the east side of the monument are the words:

“Erected by the Daughters of
the Confederacy
Nov. 21, 1906.”

(On the west side, or front, facing North Lafayette Street, arc the words)
“In Honor of the Confederate
Heroes of Cleveland County.

1861-1865
Lest We Forget.”

Above those words is a large Confederate flag, and above the flag are the
initials, “C.5.A.”” At the top of the monument stands the statue of a4 Con.
federate mfdntlynmn wearing knapsack, and canteen, and holding his musket
at “Present arms,’

The monument was erected November 21, 1906, and unveiled I\Ly 10,
1907. Two-young girls, Elizabeth Robelts, daughter of Capt, J. Frank
Roberts, and Helen Gardner, daughter of Col. J. T. Gardner, pulled the cords
that removed the covering. John Charles McNeill read an original poem,

The Cleveland Guards chapter of the Daughters of the Confede racy had
long wanted to erect a monument to the brave men and women of Cleveland
County. In August, 1905, Shelby celebrated the Home Coming week. Qe
day was sct apart as “Confederate Day.” A wonderful address was d(,h\ ered
by Governor Robert B. Glenn. Then Hon. E. Y. Webb, Member of Conguress,
told of the desire to erect a monument, and asked for contributions, Abouf
$1,500 was pledged that day, to add to the $400 alrcady collected. Later
other contributions were made, and to the total amount of $2,500.

A purchasing committee was selected, composed of Mrs. James L. Weal! b,
Mrs, J. T. Gardner and Mrs. J. Frank Roberts. The contract was let 1o the
C. M. Walsh Marble Company, of Petersburg, Va.

An immense throng was present at the unveiling.

i
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Cleveland Co., NC — Printable Map Page 1 of 2

Cleveland Co., NC
s B |

]

LAFAYETTE

e SN,
17074
17075 7359
17081
DaLE
17080 1512,
37

WARREN

17133 (17134

WASHINGTON

135 I

17138
137
17138

ﬁ7141 17138

Parcels

Map: S 1 Block: 6 Lot: 1

Parcel No.: 17081
Deed Reference: Bk. A Pg. 015

Parcel Address(es):

103 S LAFAYETTE ST Land Area: 0.000 acres
Parcel Owner: Tax Values for evaluation year 2005:
CLEVELAND COUNTY Building Value:$1,075,871
Land Value: $313,600

ATTN: DAVID DEAR
PO BOX 1210
SHELBY NC 28151-1210

http://arcims2.webgis.net/nc/cleveland/printable.asp?process=id&x2=1242333.81085704&y....

Total Value: $1,389,471

6/1/2005
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COUNTY DESCRIPTION

¢ ormed in 1841 from Lincoln and Ruther-
« +d counties. Cleveland County took its name
+nam Colonel Benjamin Cleveland, a famous
apder in the Revolution. The county seat,
& by, was incorporated in 1843 and was
v+ for another hero of the Revolutionary
e Colonel Isaac Shelby. _
' eveland County lies in the western Piec:
- .0 luranks blst in area (466 square miex’
ed 2lstin population (78,100) among the
" wnties. The population has grown by over
000 since 1940 and consists of 63% non-
(ym, 34% urban and 3% farm residents. Shelby
lation 16,520) is the leading city followed
w Ring's Mountain (populat}on 8,930).
" Amost half of the county’s employment
es {from manufacturing, stone, clay and
am products being most upportant, followed
1 textiles, chemicals, printing, and transpor-
_sion equipment. Hi_ghly significant reserves
{ buth feldspar and lithium are mined in the
_snty, and cotton is }:he major farm product.
“teveland ranks sixth in cattle and tenth in egg
~euduction in the State. Gardner-Webb College
wd s technical institute are located in the

ounty.

COURTHOUSE CONTEXT

The elegant former courthouse lies in the
center of the old town square, veiled by the
foliage of mature trees which surround the
site. Commercial buildings frame the square,
creating a tidy, focused environment. Although
downtown Shelby has lost vigor because of
development on its fringes, its strong form and
visual character have survived

The modern courthouse lies on a site only
two blocks from the old, yet its immediate en-
vironment constitutes a radical departure from
that of the old courthouse square. Neither
buildings nor trees ring the new courthouse.

Instead, it is sited along a broad and busy
street, surrounded by generous, but featureless,
parking lots. The new setting is distinctly auto-
mobile-oriented, loosely built-up, and suburban
in character. The rapid progression from tradi-
tional to modern environment occurs along -
East Warren Street as one moves out of the
original courthouse square. The sleek new
courthouse rests at the foot of this street, but
its iow profile lacks sufficient monumentality
to create a strong visual climax. By hiding
much of its bulk downhill to the rear, the
courthouse sacrifices prominence and visibility,
which results in an understated sense of image
and presence in the townscape.
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COURTHOUSE DESCR.. T1ION C1ZVELAND (G

EXISTING COURT FACILITIES

Cleveland County Courthouse houses al’
court functions except the public defender.
whose office is in the Court Annex, and three
magistrates housed in various non-county
buildings.

i

ST
—
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A ey

COURTHOUSE HISTORY

Cleveland County's first courts were held at
the home of William Weathers, six miles south-
west of Shelby. Weathers lived on the first
floor, and court was held on the second. The | i
first permanent courthouse was built of logs in ’ — e L 5
the town square at the county seat of Shelby (o ‘“\ "’:;mm naza g Qe _

!

in 1842. The antebellum building was replaced e

by a brick building in 1874. A third structure )

was completed around 1907, and it gave way to

the present courthouse which the county built . e ;
in 1974. The 1907 courthouse now functions : - L R i
as a county museum, office building, and public - . «
meeting hall. ~
| - e
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION n

The Cleveland County Courthouse and Law
Enforcement Center is a multi-level contempor
ary structure destgned by the Shotby avelite
tural {irm of Vaughan-Talley and Associates
The reinforced concrete building teatures brewd,
unbroken panels of blond, exposed aggrega:«
concrete and a flat roof which together g
a horizontal emphasis. The main entran:- - O
curs at the third level of the buildinz, »t - ox [/

. mal paved plaza. Another entryway t>:0 e

by a pedestrian bridge from a side parh:.. -
The building gains two additional stories a i
rear because the site drops away abruptly u -
steep embankment. The interior features a spa
cious foyer on the third floor, from which ema-
nate wide perpendicular corridors. The north
corridor on this level leads to the courtrooms : -
and an informal waiting area. The windowless
courtrooms all have similar layouts and modern
furnishings.

'.r“' The 1907 Neo-Classical Revival courthouse

was designed by H.L. Lewman and built by

Falls City Construction Company. The old

courthouse is rectangular in plan with boldly

projecting end bays which are topped by ribbed,

dome-like roofs. The building is sheathed in a

smooth ashlar veneer above a rusticated first Site sketch. above

floor. Tetrastyle Corinthian porticoes front Courtroom interior, center

the center recesses, sheltering the four main en- ourthouse facade, below

trances to the building. Windows are paired,

and a heavy cornice with cartouche crests caps ceals the flat roofline of the building and the
the second story end bays. A balustrade con- base of a dramatic three-stage cupola.
—
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TCLIPPING SERVICE | '
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Cleveland keeps

“ : 0 3% “;‘ %E%xN.qg
‘old’ courthotise

. ‘Our friends in Cleveland County Havs a:lbcal létié -
" o which they are in t e&ﬁis County”
' cifizens — the old courtliouse not only must be saved
¢~ baif must be devoted to some regular and useful ac- -
. Gy to avoid the deterioration of neglect. R
. . Cleveland, there has been no. sentiment for
| Shelby, where it has been a focal point for generations.
‘Iefact, the County Commissioners are committed not
" only fo preserving it but also restoring it to its original
. form, which means réopening two of the four en-
" teances which provided access to and from the four
-~ streets forming the courthouse square .gqﬁwﬁ.

~ “ Ganter, is much larg

. g& , n,mgum—._ ey b

. @Eﬁssﬁossnw@ This d ,

* iito be expected, since these halls of justi

- two eras in courthouse history. .
. The large courthouse at Shelby was built M
whereas the historic Burke courthouse was cortipleted:

‘ahaut 1838 That means that the courthouse here wis
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